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Stein to Retire After
30 Years at KSHS

After thirty vears as an archeologist
at the Kansas State Historical Society,
Martin Stein is retiring. He began his
service in September 1975 as the first
staff archeologist in the Historic Pres-
ervation Office, Stein worked in the
Preservation Office until 1993, when he
transferred to the Archeology Office.

Over the years, Stein has reviewed
tens of thousands of projects under state
and federal laws for the protection of
historic properties, in addition to prepar-
ing National Register of Historic Places
nomination forms for archeological sifes,
districts, and for a thematic nomination
of rock art sites. The photographs and
records prepared for the rock art nomina-
tion have taken on a new importance,
because some of the included sites have
been destroyed through natural erosion or
damaged by vandalism in recent years.

The review process was time-
consuming in the early days, a time Stein
refers to as “B.C. (Before Computers).”
A typical review involved going from
his office on the first floor of Memorial
Hall (which then housed the KSHS) to
the archeological files located on the third
floor. After consulting records there,
he returned to the first floor to examine
maps stored in the archives. He then
returned to his office to prepare a letter
of response on a Royal standard type-
writer, with the KSHS signatuare yellow
file copy. That awkward procedure led
to Stein obtaining copies of topographic
maps that were marked with archeologi-
cal site locations, surveyed areas, and
notations from historic maps. Still later, a
computerized database of mformation on
site forms was created with an associated
bihliography of references. The maps
and database formed the basis for the
Geographic Information System (GIS)
currently used. That same process today
is accomplished with mouse clicks that
bring to a computer screen a topographic
map or aerial photograph showing areas
surveyed, historic map notations, and
archeological site locations, as well as a
site form that can also have photographs,
notes, sketch maps, or reports attached.

Stein has been a willing participant
in the annual Kansas Archeology Train-
ing Program, most often conducting an
archeological survey with volunteers,
Past survey projects have resulted in a

better defini-
tion of the
distribution
of Great
Bend Aspect
sites associ-
ated with the
Little River
Archeologi-
cal District, a
national histor-
ic Tandmark,
and recording
the first Day
Creek Dolo-
mite quarries,
a region-
ally important
lithic resource
in South-
west Kansas,
among others. During his tenure in the
Archeology Office he worked to preserve
archeological components of the historic
properties managed by the KSHS, includ-
ing excavation priot to construction at the
Native American Heritage Museurm,
Martin’s last day of work will be
October 15. Although we will miss him,
we wish him the best in his retirement.

Weston and Bauer
Begin New Duties

The Cultural Resources Division
hired Tim Weston as the new State
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)
archeologist, Weston has worked for
the Kansas State Historical Society for
15 years. During most of his tenure, he
served the Cultural Resources Division
as highway archeologist. Weston began
his new duties on August 8. He can be
reached at (785) 272-8681 Ext. 214 or
tweston(@kshs.org.

Weston replaces Will Banks, who left
the staff in July to accept a post-docioral
research position in Bordeaux, France.

Anne Bauer was hired to replace
Weston as highway archeologist. Bauer
has worked for the Cultural Resources
Division’s fee-funded contract archeol-
ogy program since 2003. She holds a
bachelor’s degree in historic preservation
from Southeast Missouri State University
and a master’s degree in anthropology
from the University of Nebraska. Her
research interests include historical
archeology. She can be reached at {785)
272-8681 Ext. 256 or abauerf@kshs.org.

Martin Stein at his desk in the Memorial Building in 1976.
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It was a good match and helped me
find my niche in the world. It was
worth every moment, and if I could go
back today, I would.

In the course of writing a piece
like this, it is hard to not get mushy,
although [’ve tried my best. If any of
you reading this are doing what you
love, you know how [ feel. If others
of you are searching, I have just a few
words of advice. Don’t trap yourself
into thinking that you can only love
one thing. Allow yourself to say I
don’t know,” and find out more. Apply
for an internship, volunteer, or even
talk to people in the fields that interest
you. What do you have to lose?

After my internship, { went back
to school at Washburn University and
declared a second major in anthropol-
ogy. | hope to continue to work with
the Kansas State Historical Society
and intend to go to graduate school in
either anthropology or a related field
that will allow me to conduct and
publish historical research.

As a side note, | would like to
thank everyone who helped and guided
me through my discovery process at
the Kansas State Historical Society.

T am especially grateful to Virginia
Waulflauble for extending this great
opportunity and to Brenda Culbertson
at Crane Observatory, because none of
this might have happened if she hadn’t
hired me.
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